A London Jewish world that is no more 
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     This is a well-executed historical novel about London's Jewish East End, covering the 1933-1945 period. The Nazis made a special effort to bomb predominantly Jewish districts, turning the threats of British traitor William Joyce - Lord Haw Haw - into a deadly reality: "The Luftwaffe will smash Stepney" (a neighborhood in the East End), Joyce said "Those dirty Jews and Cockneys will run like rabbits into their holes!"          

Joyce was hanged after the war, but London’s Jewish East End did not survive. One last German V2 fell on the neighborhood in March 1945, completing the job - killing 130 and wounding many more. Yoel Sheridan's main character, Julus - in what must he a semi-autobiographical novel - was 13 when the German bombing began. It destroyed not only his home but his entire street, the synagogue where he had just celebrated his bar mitzva, the schools he attended, and the whole infrastructure of a once-thriving Yiddish-speaking immigrant community. 

Julus notes that his father, Shulem, was born in the same year as Trotsky and Einstein (1879), but jokes that out of the three, only Shulem could make a decent pair of trousers.

    After unsuccessful attempts to work on his own, Shulem ends up as a foreman in a sweatshop. He derives greater happiness, however, from his role as a much-appreciated Torah reader at his synagogue. 

Sheridan is successful in portraying the character types that we could just as easily find in Lodz or the, Lower East Side of New York.       

    Immigrant wives who worked hard to stretch every penny are depicted as "worth a price above rubies." There were many children - Julus was number eight. The characters who populate this book speak English with thick accents, live in overcrowded tenements, and suffer frequent unemployment. But they uphold traditions, avidly read the Yiddish press, and take earnest interest in world affairs.                            In fact, the extent of the novel's

    Sheridan portrays a community that demonstrated against British fascist Oswald Mosley, sometimes opposed the established British Jewish leadership - which preferred to advocate in a more discreet manner - welcomed refugees from Germany, and agonized about their brethren in the Shoah.

    They were also deeply concerned about the Jewish struggle for Palestine.

    The end of World War 2 brought them both relief and consternation. "What a strange world," thought Shulem. 'The war in Europe was now over and yet not yet over. It was over for gentiles but not for the Jews, especially for the displaced Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. Where would they to go?"

    From Here to Obscurity is a historically perceptive and exciting chronicle that gives us a moving fusion of history and literature.

    Local author Yoel Sheridan does a good job of bringing us the ambiance, lifestyle and nostalgic humor of London's East End. Indeed, I found the historical descriptions absorbing. 

    In fact, the extent of the novel's authenticity made me want to see photographs. But there were none, except for a depiction of the author’s father from his British Alien Registration Card.
